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ward of Decorationsg and Medals.
o General,

16 Hoart Medal to Personnel lost with the
(AK097) - Détermination of eligibility

Board of Decorations and Medals Serial 108l dated
23 April 1948,

Eien U (A) Record of Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry into the
i logs of the U.S5.5. SERPENS gt Guadalcanal in January 1945.
(B) Copy of Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medale
Serial 3877 dated 3 November 1948,

1. The Board has completed the adjudication of this case and
Enclosure (A), requested by Reference (a), is returned herewith.

Re A copy of the recommendatlion of the Board, with the Secretary
of the Navy's action thereon, is contained in Enclosure (B).
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Froms © Havy Departsent Boaxd of Decorations and wedalse
Tos The Becretury of the Navy,

Subj Award of the Purple Heart Medsl to Personnal lost with
the U.B.8. GERPENS (AE<97) = Determination of eligibility

fore
Eunols (A) Cosmender Kaval Forces, Fer Bast, Serial 3877 dated
‘ 3 Movembey 1948 snd encloaurs thereto.
l. In the basic latter the Comsandent, Y. S. Coast Guard; requested

that a categorial determination be made es rogerds the eligibility :
of poraannel of ths U.3.8., SERPEES for the award of the Purpls Heart -
Kodale The U.3.8. BERPENS, a Coast Cuard manned Navy ammunition
ship, exploded off Guadaleanal on 29 Jenuary 1945 and of 3ll personnsl
aboard at the time of the explosion, only two survived,

2, lzecutive Order Ho. 9277 of December 3, 1942, provides, in part,
es follows: :

#(1) %Tho Seoretary of the Navy is authorized and
directed to award the Furple Heart in the
name of the Pregident of the United States
to parsons who, while heretofore or hexe-
after serving in any capacity with the Navy,
Harine (orps, or Coast Cuard of the United
States, are wowwed in asctiocn against en o
enany of the Unlted States, or as & result |
of en soh of wuch eneuy, provided such wound
neoessitates treatment by a wedisal offiger.t

#(3) %The Bscretary of the Havy is further suthor- {
: ised end directed to award the Purple Heart

posthusmously, in the name of the President of

tha United States, to eny persons who, while

asexving in any eapacity with tho Navy, Earins

Corps, or Coast (uard of the United States,

ainge December 6, 1941, are killed in astimn

or who die as a direct result of wounds ye~

coived in action with an enomy of the United

gtates, or as & result of an aect of sush enGYeese.”
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3. A eaveful at-m of the Neval Cowt of Inquiry dnto the loss
of the BEAPENS, énd the endorsemsnte thereto (particularly that
by the Chief of the Buresu of Ordnsnece), indicates that the ex-
plosion was probably not caused by enswmy action. This apinion 15
further substantiated by informaticn received from the Commande
Haval Forces, Fer Bast, Enslosure (A) to this endersement, which
indicates that no opsrationsl movement wes carried out by eny of
ths Japanese Havael Operebienal Units in the vioinity of Guadal-
cenal on 29 January 1945,

Le In view of the foregoing and after careful study, ths Doard
is of the opinion that the less of the SERPENS and hsy crew was
not in action with the ensmy nor as a result of enemy action.

The Board, thevefore is comstreined to recommend that subject
peraonnel be fomnd not aiugibla for the award of the Purple Heart.
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JOHN NICHOTLAS BROWN
Seorefary of the Havys
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