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Subj: Ct, of Ing. - Explosion aboard and loss of USS

SERPENS (AK97); deaths of and injuries to U.S.
- naval personnel; conv. by ComNavBases, South
Solomonsg Sub-Area, SoPaoFor, PacFlt, 30 Jan. 1945.

1. TForwarded for recommendation.

2. TInasmuch as the dead, missing and injured U.S. Army personnel
were not members of the U.S. naval service, no determination of
the questions of line of dubty and misconduct is necessary in

their cages.

3, Although the bodies of U.S. naval personnel listed as missing
were not recovered, the circumstances attendant upon the ir
disappearances in this case Jjustify & concluslon that they are
dead. _
L. While the court in this cage did not express an opinion
i thereon, it is the opinion of the Judge Advoocate General, from
the evidence adduced in the record, that the injuries to U.S.
naval personnel oocurred on 29 January 1945, not as the result
of thelr own misconduct. :
5, It is the opinion of the Judge Advocate General that the
death of U.S. naval personnel ocourred on 29 January 1945, not
as the result of thelr own misconduct.
6. Tt is noted that no expression of opinion on the question of
line of duty is set forth in the record In the cases of U.S8.
naval personnel referred to in paragraph A4 hereof., Although it
1s not necessary at this time to determine the auestbion of line
. of duty, the court in bthese cases should have expressed an opinion
. thereon. C.M.0. 10, 1937, 5, 6.
7. The determination of the question of line of dubty 1is not now
necessary in the cases of U.S. naval personnel referred to in

paragraph 5 hereof.
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8., SubJect to the above remarks, end to the remarks of the
convening authority, the proceedings, findings, opinion and
recommendations in the attached case and the action ol the’
convening authority thereon, are legal.

By direction of the Judge Advocate General:
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