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FIRST ENDORSEMENT to
CNB SO SOIS SUB-AREA
Sec. ltr., EF13-50/581
Ser. 00413 dated 21
February 1945.

From: The Commender Service Squadron, South Pacific Force.
To The Chief of the Bureasu of Ordnence.
Subject: U.5.5. SERPENS Ioss of = Additionsl Bomb Dats,
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File UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 40/DPC/ jaw

EF13-50/881 SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE

' A COMMANDER NAVAL BASES
Serial: 00413 SOUTH SOLOMONS SUB-AREA
From: Comuander Naval Bases, South Solomons Sub-Area.,
To The Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance.
Via Commander Service Squadron, South Pacific Force.
Subjeoct: U.5.8. Serpens Loses of - Additional Bomb Data.
Enolosure: A) 8.8. B. A. Burnett - Bomb Shipment Record.

(B) 8.8. James B. Francis - Bomb Shipment Record.

1. The information reported herein supplements the
testimony recorded in the Naval Court of Inquiry report on the
loss of the U.8.8. Serpens (AK~97). The information pertains to
the identification and history of the 350 pound Torpex Depth Bombs,
Mark 54 which were being loaded.

2. The bombs had been stored at Guadalocansl in the

custody of companles attached to the 353rd Army Ordnance Battalion.
Officers of the Battallon report the records show the following:

301 Torpex Depth Bombs 350 1lb. Mark 54 were taken
over from the 13th Army Alr Force about 1 August
1944 at the Koli Bomb Dump.

2668 Bombs were actually received from the 8.S.
E.A., Burnétt at the Koli Bomb Dump about 13 Coct~-
ober 1944,

1149 Bombs were aotually received from the S.8.
James B. Francls at Kukum Bomb Dump about 3 Nov-
ember 1944.

There were 1oaded on the U.S.8. Serpens at the time
of the explosion:

187 Bombs from the 13th Air Force.
2587 Bombs from the 8.8. E.A. Burnett,
625 Bombs from the S.8. Jemes B, Francis.

‘Bombs from the S.S. James B, Fraucis were being
loaded on the U.3.85. Serpens at the time of the sexplosion.

Information concernlng the ldentification and history

of the bombs réceived from the 13th Alr Force is not now available
at Guadalcanal. Records which niay identify this lot are reported to
be at the new headquarters of the 13th Air Forcs.
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON
Op=23-N-F{ . -
. (8C)AL7-24/AK97 24 MAR 1945

Sorial 0223 | CLASSIFIED

From? Ohief of Nawval Operations,

To 1 Chief of the Burgau of Ordnance,

Sub js Record of Pi‘oceadings of a Court of Inguiry
Convened at the USNAB, Guadalcanal, British

Solomon Islands by order of Oommander, Nawval
Bass, South Soloméns Sub-Area,; United States
Pacific Fleet, South Pacific Force. (Doc, No, 159522)

Encl: (A) Advance Copy of Record of Court of Inquiry
into Loss of USS SERPENS (AK97). \

1, BEnclosure (A) forwarded herewith for study, comment
and return, Comment in particular in regard to the bomb
loading rig referred to in Finding No, 13 and shown in

Txhibits 14 to 19 is desired,
* V-L;- CH PLIRE
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
SQUTH PACIFIC FORCE
COMMANDER NAVAL BASES
SOUTH SOLOMONS SUB=AREA

5.8. E, A. Burnett - Bomb Shipment Record

The following information concerning the 350 pound Depth
Bombs Torpex Mark 54 is shown on Subordinate Command, Service Force
U. S. Pacifio Fleet Confidential Memorandum Serial 055&5 of 1 Bep-
tember 1944. Enolosure (4) Loading List S.8. E. A. Burnett, Voyage
P.D, 854 - Departed Portland Area about 22 August 194,

2663 - Depth Bombs Mark 54 shipped oomplete on BOSO 89556,

The Qocean Manifest and Hatoch Stowage List of the E.A. Burnett
P.D, Voyaege 854 shows this information. Bombs were received from
N.A.D., Hewthorne, Nevada. Ship loaded at Locoda, Oregon,

Quantity 0/BL R.R. R.X. Lot Btovwage 2
of Car No. B/L No, Lower Hold
Bombg
279 2096-P  SO0L 43598 5556528 2003 ATP
279 2089-P SOU 3368, 5556526 2003 A¥T
279 2090-P  ATSF 14,1017 5556527 2003 Sq. AFT
279 2093-FP BLE. 91111 5556523 2003 AFT
79 2088=P PLE 35149 555652, 2003 Sauare,
279 2087-P RI 141720 5556525 2003 AFT A/0
279 209L=-P NP 15012 5556529 2003 AFD P/8
152 2092-P  B/O 465526 5556522 2003 AFT A/0O
2§§ 2095-P SP 84,339 5556521 3010 L/H
{ENCLOSURE A)
22006
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
-+ SOUTH PACIFIC FORCE

- COMMANDER NAVAY., BASES
SOUTH BOLOMONS SUB-AREA

QQfJamQSfB,ﬁmrahoiéﬁ;fﬁbmﬁfﬁhipmgnt Record

The following information toncerning the 350 pound Depth
Torpex Mark 54 is shown on Subordinate Oommand, Service Forose
Paoir loot Secret, Memorandum Seriel 00954 of 16 Sepbember
losure (A) Loading List S.8. James.B,. Frandis, Voyage P,D.
od Aberdeen, Washington about 4 September 1944 . Loaded

omb

- 1129 - Depth Bombs Mark 54 shipped as Partial on BOSO 96065,
", The Opean Manifest of the §.3. James B. Francis P.D. Voyage

?855aahﬁwsﬁﬁhiaﬁinrprmatiOn. Bonbs were received from N.A.D. Hawthornse,

':New__iqe_._,"'Shi_ii"_ﬁ':ﬂ,_oa.tief'ﬂ at Aberdeen, Washington,

| .
P

Wantity OB R, R, Tovolos Lot BEowags
- of

Car No. B/1, No.

1110-P PRR 77194 7650432 45 3901 3002
1111~P  ATSF 136209 7650436 L5 3905 3002
1109-P NP 27199 7650435 45 390 2002
1108-P  P/ILE 30022 765043L L5 3903 3002
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Bombhs No, 10271Q A

(ENCLOSURE B)
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U, S 8. Serpens Loss of - Additional Bomb Data.

Lo " Data ooneerning the shipment of bombs received on
the S.8. E. A. Burnett are shown in Enclosure (A).

5 Data oconcerning the shipment of bombs received on
the 8.8, James B. Francis are shown in Enclosure (B),
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